
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I wanted to take a moment to reflect on what has been an incredibly positive and inspiring week here at Welland Park 
Academy. First and foremost, we have been absolutely overwhelmed by the generosity and kindness shown by our 
community in response to the Jamaican Hurricane Appeal. The donations we have received will make a real difference to 
those affected, and I cannot thank you enough for your support. At a time when the media often focuses on negativity, 
this has been a powerful reminder that compassion and empathy are still very much alive and thriving within our school 
and local community. It is something we should all be proud of. 

This week has also been full of exciting opportunities for our students, particularly our Year 7 cohort. Many of them have 
enjoyed magical experiences at Harry Potter World, immersing themselves in the wonder of the stories they know so well. 
Others have taken part in a fascinating visit to the National Space Centre today, which will be followed by an overnight 
stay at school for stargazing activities. I am hoping the weather is kind and the skies clear so they can make the most of 
this unique experience. Seeing so many students arriving at the gate this morning with overnight bags, I had to wonder 
whether some were planning to stay for the whole weekend! 

We were also honoured to support the Royal British Legion in Market Harborough town centre this week by helping to sell 
poppies. This is always such a special event, giving our students the chance to connect with the local community and 
understand the importance of remembrance. It is a tradition that allows them to appreciate the sacrifices made by others 
and to reflect on values that remain central to our heritage. On Tuesday 11th November, we will hold our own 
Remembrance Parade on the Astroturf. Mr Askham will lead the school, alongside our uniformed service students, in 
paying tribute to all those who have fought, and those who continue to fight, in conflicts around the world. This is a deeply 
poignant occasion and one that I am immensely proud to be part of every year. 

Finally, as we look ahead to next week, Monday marks the start of mock examinations for our Year 11 students. The exam 
hall is now set up, and I would like to take this opportunity to wish all of them the very best of luck. I have seen first-hand 
the effort and determination they have shown in lessons, and I am confident that their hard work will pay off. These 
mocks are an important step in their journey, and I know they will rise to the challenge. 

A message for Year 11 parents: 
Mock exams can be a stressful time for students (and parents), and your support at home makes a huge difference. 
Encouraging good routines – such as regular revision, balanced breaks, healthy meals, and plenty of sleep, will help them 
feel prepared and confident. Please remind them that these exams are a learning opportunity, not just a test of 
knowledge. They provide valuable feedback to guide their next steps. If you have any concerns or need advice on how 
best to support your child during this period, please do not 
hesitate to contact the Year 11 Pastoral Team. 

Thank you once again for your continued support. It is 
your involvement and encouragement that help make 
Welland Park the vibrant and caring community it is. I 
hope you all have a restful and enjoyable weekend. 

  

Warm regards 

Pete Leatherland—Principal 
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IT’S COMING…………………….. 

If you would like to visit a Christmas market this year, this is your chance!  A coach will leave Welland Park Academy at 8.00am on 
Sunday 23rd November and will arrive in Manchester at around 10.30am.  It will leave Manchester at 5.30pm and return to Welland 
Park Academy at approximately 8.00pm giving you around 7 hours to explore Manchester. 
 
Now in their 26th year, Manchester's Christmas Markets have become legendary, drawing millions to the city centre. With over 300 
stalls spread across ten locations, visitors can enjoy seasonal treats, mulled wine, and a wonderful festive atmosphere. Whether you're 
after handmade gifts, craft items, or delicious food, the markets cater to all tastes and ages. 
 
Craft and gift stalls will trade from 10 am to 8 pm, while food and drink stalls will serve from 11 am to 9 pm daily.  
 
The city will be decked out with festive lights, creating the perfect backdrop for your Christmas selfies. Look out for giant walk-through 
baubles, the iconic Manchester bee, and Santa Claus himself, perched high above St Peter’s Square, keeping track of who’s been 
naughty or nice. 
 
For those who love ice skating, Skate Manchester’s covered rink returns to Cathedral Gardens.  Whether it’s raining or snowing, you 
can enjoy a magical skate under twinkling lights to the sound of festive music so if you are feeling energetic you can get your skates on 
and whizz around the ice rink. 
 
There are plenty of options for everyone! 
 

The trip will take place on Sunday 23rd November 2025 and the cost is £25 per person.  This is a Fundraising Group organised trip so 
please feel free to invite family and friends.  For further details please email Mrs Burgess  burgessn@wellandparkacademy.com 
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