
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I do say it in every newsletter, but once again we have had another incredibly busy—and rewarding—week for 
both staff and students at Welland Park Academy. 

The week began with the exciting news of our confirmed new Year 7 intake for September. We are absolutely 
delighted to welcome these students into the Welland Park family and look forward to meeting them properly 

at the end of August. Transition is such an important time, and we are committed to ensuring they feel 
supported, valued, and ready for the next stage of their educational journey. 

Monday evening saw our Year 8 boys basketball team take to the court in a thrilling semi-final against Catmose 
College. In a fantastic display of teamwork and determination, they secured a 22–16 victory, earning themselves 
a well‑deserved place in the Leicestershire County Finals. Even more exciting—they will be playing at the Riders 
Arena. A huge congratulations to the team and their coaches! 

Our Year 10 and 11 students have also been impressing us this week as they continue with their mock exams. 
Their attitude, focus, and impeccable behaviour have shown maturity well beyond their years. We are incredibly 
proud of the calm and committed way they are approaching this important period. 

Work on the toilet block refurbishment is progressing very well. Contractors remain on schedule, and we are 
hopeful that this pace continues as they prepare to move on to the boys’ facilities next. Inevitably, the project 
has created some disruption, but our students have handled it admirably and with great patience. 

And finally—World Book Day. What an incredible celebration! Every year I am blown away by the creativity, 
enthusiasm, and sheer effort staff put into making the day special for students. The costumes, activities, and 
shared love of reading made it a day to remember. 

As always, thank you for your continued support. We look forward to sharing more highlights with you next 

week. 

Have a wonderful weekend, everyone. 

Pete Leatherland—Principal 
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WORLD BOOK DAY 2026 WAS A HUGE SUCCESS  

As usual our staff went above and beyond with their World Book Day costumes and the students loved it.   

Characters from The Hunger Games, Minions, Mr Men, Alice In Wonderland, Little Red Riding Hood, The Hungry 

Caterpillar, Captain Hook, The Indian In The Cupboard and many more walked the corridors and taught classes.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The library hosted a book swap at break and lunchtime. Hundreds of books were swapped by avid young 
readers, served by Little Red Riding Hood and the Big Bad Wolf. Thank you to all involved for the donations 
of books.  
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Donations for the Jubilee-Foodbank 

Written by Cecilia  

This February and March we are asking for donations to the Jubilee Foodbank. Anything that you can donate 

would be deeply appreciated. The Jubilee Foodbank is an incredible charity that was set up to help people in 

their time of need by giving food to people in poverty. 

We are asking students and staff to bring in canned goods, toiletries or anything they can spare. We are will be 

collecting from February 23rd up until 16th of March.   Donations can either be dropped at the front office or 

students can take them to their form rooms. 

It's essential to help these organisations that do so much phenomenal work. Just giving one can or bag of pasta 

that you had lying around can mean a world of difference for people who are struggling. People can feel so lost 

and having foodbanks like Jubilee can save them a night of hunger and put a smile on their face. The smallest 

actions really can make a huge difference and if everyone in the school donated one thing we could provide 

meals for hundreds of people.  

How it began: In 2012 a few members of the Market Harborough Congregational Church set out to help the 
hungry with nothing but compassionate hearts, and now it's able to help thousands of people. In 2020 they 
provided 30,000 meals and helped 400 households and in 2022 they provided over 23,000 meals. The Jubilee 
foodbank is a non profit organisation that relies on the generosity of local residents and businesses to give 
donations so it's vital that anyone that can help do so. The Jubilee foodbank has a website for anyone to visit to 
learn more, sign up to volunteer or get help if you want to contact them. You can email them at 
jubileefoodbankmh@gmail.com. There is also an app called Bank the Food that sets reminders and gives 
updates about donating to foodbanks. 

 

We know that not everyone is in a position to donate but please spread the word about the collection we are 

running. Thank you in advance and we hope to see lots of donations!  
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YEAR 11 LEAVERS HOODIES 

It doesn’t seem possible but it is time for leavers 

hoodies to go on sale to Year 11. 

Details have been sent out to parents and students. 

All requests need to be in by Friday 27th March 2026 

as the order will be placed during the Easter holidays. 

We are expecting delivery by the end of May 

EARLY MORNING FOOD AND DRINK PROVISION 

VENUE:  DINING HALL 

REMEMBER—OUR EARLY MORNING BREAKFAST PROVISION IS OPEN TO ALL 

STUDENTS 

ALL BREAKFAST FOOD ITEMS ARE £1 INCLUDING TOAST, CRUMPETS, CEREAL, 

PORRIDGE AND BAGELS 

HOT CHOCOLATE, TEA AND FRUIT JUICE ARE 50P 

CATCH UP WITH YOUR FRIENDS BEFORE SCHOOL OR COMPLETE REVISION WORK  AND ENJOY A DRINK AND 

SOMETHING TO EAT AT THE SAME TIME 

A MINIMUM SPEND OF 50P MUST BE MADE  

 

STUDENT USE OF PHONES IN SCHOOL 

This is a reminder that students may currently only use their mobile phones in 
school when permission has been given by a member of staff. 

Recently, we have seen an increase in students contacting home directly 
when they feel unwell, rather than reporting to the front office. We kindly ask 
that all students present to the front office first so they can be assessed and 
supported before any contact is made with parents or carers. 

Our trained first aiders are based in the front office and can ensure that any 
student who feels unwell is kept safe, comfortable, and properly monitored. 

Thank you for your support in helping us keep all students safe and well 

cared for during the school day. 
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