
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Things are slowly starting to feel festive around the Academy! With the arrival of Christmas trees and a few 
decorations appearing here and there, the countdown to the holidays has begun. 

I’m delighted to remind you that our Christmas Concert will take place on Monday 1st December, 7:00–8:30pm. 
I can’t wait to see our talented students perform in the newly refurbished Octagonal Hall, complete with new 
seating and curtains. I hope you’ve found our new ticketing system, TicketTailor, easy to navigate. 

This week, I’m incredibly proud to share Niamh Whelan’s poem with you in this newsletter. Niamh is an 
exceptional writer and has achieved first place in the 11–17 years poetry category of a competition run by 
Wingates Gallery, in association with Creative Harborough and Harborough District Council. Even more 
impressively, she has been named Junior Poet Laureate for the Harborough District. Amazing work, Niamh – we 
are all so proud of you! 

Have a lovely weekend, everyone. 

Warm regards 

Pete Leatherland—Principal 
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Some of our Year 11 students were very keen to help Mrs Sensicall decorate one of our school 

Christmas trees during their social time today.  This  tree is at the bottom of the main 

staircase. 



 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 A brand new poetry and short story writing competition was launched this year across the Harborough District.   This was to 
encourage participation, support the development and raise awareness of the arts in the Harborough District specifically focusing on 
recognising creative writing in the form of poetry and short stories.   

The competition was run by Wingates Gallery in association with Creative Harborough and Harborough District Council and we are 
absolutely delighted to share that one of our Year 11 students,  Niamh Whelan, came first in the 11-17 years poetry section.  Niamh 
has also been named as the Junior Poet Laureate for the Harborough District.  Huge congratulations to all of the participants but 
special celebrations for Niamh.  Here is her winning poem—ROOTS 
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I have known her since my life began. 

From the earth she emerged, and though 

she knew not what life meant for her, 

she knew that she desired it, to reach the sky - 

take root. I took my first steps toward her, spoke 

my first words in her ear. At night I listened 

to her lullaby, the wind’s song whispered through 

her fingers, and together we shared our dreams. 

When spring came she was fuller, stronger, 

lusher arms grazed the heavens, though 

she seemed twisted in her own gnarled mandala 

all knotting limbs - no trace of the elegance 

displayed by her kinfolk. Despite this, 

I saw a beauty in her that I never seemed to see 

within myself. 

Summer arrived. Birds flew from the South; 

in their nesting they found a home, as did I, 

and despite the motions of life, I often still returned 

to find solace in her presence, I sat at her base, 

told her the trials of living, and she listened. 

 I picked a fruit, hanging low, and tasted its sweet 

fireworks on my tongue. She did not protest. 

By Autumn her birds had left, flown for clearer skies, 

I too had moved on and found that time was slipping 

through my fingers. I came home to find her 

withering away, at her feet a carpet of her own 

misgivings. I recalled in her infancy how hope 

seemed to be woven within her veins, then 

how she always listened, yet never spoke. 

Winter. With trembling hands I gesture to my 

grandchildren 

illustrating the arcs of her great branches. 

It pains me that they cannot see her in her glory 

as I did. Reduced to a stump, she was skeletal, 

ashen like the hands of pale death. 

And though I mourn her loss, I know 

that deep in the earth, her roots remain, 

and within them infused 

the love she gave, and bore like a brand. 



 

FESTIVE PUDDING CLUB 

Our previous Pudding Club events have been very successful 
so we are organising another! 

Do you like desserts and cake; bingo; quizzes; karaoke and 
having a bit of a laugh? 

Could this be an alternative to a Christmas night out for you 
and your family or friends? 

If the answer is yes to any of those things, come along to our 
Jingle and Mingle on Friday 12th December 2025. 

If you have not been to a Pudding Club event before it is quite 
simple - you get to play bingo, participate in a quiz and, if you 
fancy yourself as a bit of a singer, have a go at Karaoke - all 
whilst eating as much cake and dessert as you like.  The 
cake and desserts are provided but you may bring your own 
drink. 

We would suggest the event is suitable for ages 16 and over. 

Tickets are available from the front office and are priced at £5 
each. 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
We will be starting the month and the festive period off with our fabulous Winter Concert on Monday 1st 

December.  There are still a few tickets left which can be booked via TicketTailor. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Styles, English teacher, is starting the annual Reverse Advent in aid of the Jubilee Food Bank on Monday.  

Whilst specific items are listed for each day, we will accept anything that you think would be appropriate. 
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CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
Some areas around the school are already starting to get a festive feel. 
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