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Dear Parents / Carers, 
This week we enjoyed the Christingle celebration at St 
Dionysis for Year 7. This annual event ensures we are 
reminded of the real meaning of Christmas, the impact 
that charity has and particularly the work of the 
Childrens’ Society. Despite the vestiges of Storm Barra 
trying to join us in the church, the students conducted 
themselves superbly. My thanks to Mrs Moolraj, 
Reverend Andy Giles, Mrs Towers and Mr Oakland and 
some of our older students for organising this event. 
 
Thank you to parents who joined us by invitation for our 
concert last night. This was an opportunity for our Key 
Stage 4 students to showcase their talents across 3 
disciplines. As always, we learn how very talented our 
students are in this arena. This event was more powerful 
as a consequence of the lack of school performances in 
recent months and our students welcomed working with 
such a receptive live audience. Thank you for your 
patience as we minimised numbers in attendance on this 
occasion in line with guidance to try and reduce the 
transmission of COVID. 
 
Next week is our last week of half term 2. I would ask 
parents to note that students will finish for the Christmas 
break at 12.25 pm on Friday 17th December. Hot food 
will be provided at break. School reopens on Tuesday 4th 
January, I have written to parents to confirm a phased 
return of students to facilitate COVID testing. I will remind 
parents of the programme again next week. 
 
Have a good weekend 
Miss McBrearty 

Message from the Principal 
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Today we raised over £477 for Save The Children! 

 

Thank you to all the staff and students who joined 

in to help raise the money for such a good cause. 
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Christmas Lunch will be available for the students to have next Tuesday 14th 

December. 

If your child would like to have the lunch, they will need to go to the canteen 

on the day and pay through their lunch account.  
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The internet can be a great way for adults and children to connect with other. An increasing amount of 

children and young people are using social media, gaming and live streaming apps to chat and share 

content with others. But connecting and sharing with people online can come with risks too. 

Once shared, personal information like their name, address, photos, or bank details online, could be 

used by others. For example, it could lead to the child being bullied, groomed  or blackmailed. It might 

also be used by cyber criminals. 

Privacy settings :For specific advice about privacy settings on each of the popular apps, read these 

guides from Internet Matters. 

2. Switch off location sharing.   

It’s become increasingly common for apps to allow 

users to share their location. Many social media 

and  live streaming platforms make it easy for you to 

broadcast what you’re up to and where you are. 

Some apps like Facebook and Instagram allow you 

to tag your photos with the place they were taken. 

These tags can list the exact address of your 

location, not just the city or general area  

they were taken in.   

Remind your child  that sharing their location  online 

is risky.  

1. Check the audience. 

Before your child shares content online, check who 

will be able to see what they post. You’ll want to 

make sure that personal information can only be 

seen by small groups of friends who they know and 

trust. 

Most apps allow you to change who can see your 

posts. Apps like Snapchat, Instagram and Facebook 

allow you to share ‘stories’ with smaller audiences, 

rather than your entire friends list. 

 
3. Check the tagging settings. 

It can be difficult to control information that others post 

about you online. Unless the content is abusive and 

violates community guidelines, it won’t be taken down by 

the platform.  

However, privacy settings can be used prevent private 

photos or information about your child from appearing on 

their profile. 

4. Review all privacy settings regularly.   

Many websites and apps periodically make changes to 

the privacy and security settings that they offer. 

Frequently review your child’s privacy settings. 

Adults should regularly review their privacy settings too. 

If you posting pictures of your child, you may wish to 

think about how this could affect their online footprint for 

years to come. Further advice can be found in 

our ‘Sharing pictures of your child online’ article. 

Here are 4 tips to help you improve your privacy settings. Please click the link for access to the full article  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/a-parents-guide-to-privacy-settings/ 

What are privacy settings? 

Privacy settings are controls available on many websites and apps to limit who can access your profile 

and what information visitors can see. When online profiles are created, it’s often assumed that they 

will be private by default. Unfortunately this isn’t always the case – many are public until the settings 

are changed. 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/What-is-sexual-grooming/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/online-blackmail/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/social-media/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/social-media/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Sharing-pictures-of-your-children/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/a-parents-guide-to-privacy-settings/
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A weekly group 

for anyone 

wanting support, 

encouragement 

and strategies 

for a healthy 

life emotionally, 

mentally and 

3.30pm – 4.15pm 

Y11 – Mondays 

Y10 – Tuesdays 

Assembly Rooms Kitchen 

       Refreshments,  

  Chat, Friendships, 

    Encouragement 


