
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear Parents and Carers 

The cold snap has finally come as we move into December, making the site seem very festive as it glistens with the frost. 
After today, there are only three weeks left of this term, so just to remind you we finish on Friday 22nd December, at the 
earlier time of 12.25pm. The day will be designated a non-uniform day and although we are not collecting any money for 
charity, the same dress code rules will apply. I shall be writing to you with specific details nearer the time, like our plans to 
have an extended breaktime so students wanting to get hot food on the day can do so. 

This week has been very special and reminds me of exactly why I went into teaching. We were delighted to see Mrs Gerald 
receive her award in London on Saturday, for French Teacher of the Year from the Institut Francais. This is a fitting 
testament to Mrs Gerald who is a fantastic MFL teacher and a superb senior leader at the school. As she tells me often, 
she’s taught here for a very long time, having taught parents and grandparents of our current students. Her dedication to 
the profession, which is getting a lot of bad press at the moment, and her dedication to the students at this school is 
nothing short of incredible. She managed to achieve the best results in the school with last year’s GCSE cohort in French, 
and she continues to be an outstanding member of staff. I am sure that you will join me, and the rest of the school in 
congratulating her on this well-earned success. Félicitations Madame Gerald! 

In addition to the fabulous news about Mrs Gerald, I had the absolute pleasure to attend my first Welland Park Concert 
last night in our Octagonal Hall. The talent on show was absolutely amazing, and our students totally blew the audience 
away. We had singers, pianists, a saxophonist and other superb instrumentalists. The standard was exceptionally high, 
showing the dedication of the students and the staff. I would like to thank the student lighting team for their great work, 
in addition to Mrs Towers and Mr Oakland for going above and beyond as usual for our students. Without their time and 
efforts this would not have been possible. 

The staff’s dedication here at Welland Park Academy, goes well beyond the classroom, which is why I believe this school to 
be a fantastic place to work. Mr Towers, our Finance and Operations Director, in conjunction with our PE dept. managed 
to secure funding for a number of our youngsters who either cannot swim, or those who have a very low ability with 
swimming. I am delighted to say that the first students went this week and had an absolute blast! For some, this was a 
very daunting and scary experience, as water terrifies them. However, they all did really well and we are hoping to 
encourage those who couldn’t quite manage it this week, to try next week. I look forward to hearing how they progress. 

Finally, I would just like to remind parents as we approach the festive 
season, if you are looking for last minute stocking filler, please bear in 
mind students need the following equipment for school: A pencil case, 
reading book, calculator, pens, pencils, ruler, eraser, pencil sharpener and 
a green pen as a bare minimum. This means that they are well prepared 
for lessons and can maximise their 
learning.  

I hope that you all have a fantastic 
weekend. 

 
Yours faithfully    

Pete Leatherland 
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FUNDRAISING—PROM 2024 

The Octagonal Hall was full to capacity on Monday of this week with 

students from across all year groups ready to watch Year 10 and 11 

students battle it out in the Sumo Wrestling Tournament.  The final battle 

between ‘Blagon’ and ‘Dave’ was very close and, depending on who you 

talk to, depends on who the winner was.  Thank to everyone who 

supported the event—wrestlers, spectators and staff.  It was great fun! 

Wednesday saw the return of our annual Christmas Shopping Evening.  

Over 20 stalls set up selling every thing from printed baby vests to 

everlasting chilli oil.  It was a busy couple of hours to kick start the festive 

period. 

Our next fundraising event starts on Tuesday.  We will be selling hot 

chocolate at morning break times in the playground.  A tasty way to warm 

up during this cold snap—we could definitely have done with it today!  

Remember to bring your money. 

Thank you to everyone who supports our fundraising .  Prom 2024 will be 

here before we know it. 

Nicki Burgess—Prom Chair 
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SWIMMING LESSONS 

Delighted to say, Welland Park Academy Market Harborough has been blessed with funding from Active Together with Nada Hankin & 
Geoff Maltby through Opening Schools Facilities Fund. 

With this funding we have struck up a partnership with Harborough Leisure Centre to get students who cannot swim the opportunity 
to learn a vital life skill through local provision. 

Today was the first day of many where students went to their local leisure centre and participated in funded swimming lessons!!! 

Really hoping this 

starts to grow legs 

and other students 

grab the 

opportunity with 

both hands.... 

Martin 

Towers—

Director of 

Finance and 

Operations 

 

Newsletter Issue 13 

01/12/2023 



 

Welland Park Academy PE 
 

Newsletter Issue 13 

01/12/2023 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Issue 13 

01/12/2023 



 

 

ELFIS HAS RETURNED TO THE FRONT OFFICE 
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