
 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

Dear parents and carers 

At the end of a half-term, it’s always a good time to look back and see what we have accomplished. January 
seems a long time ago now, and in that time, we have held a wonderful school production, met Year 11 parents 
for their Progress Evening, held a well-attended and very informative Year 9 Options evening, and ran some 
amazing trips out of school. All of this, in addition to the excellent teaching and learning that has taken place 
and our extensive extra-curricular offer, it has made it a fantastic half-term.  

In response to student voice, we also launched a new rewards system this half term. The core motivation 
behind the new system was to engage students, to encourage them to contribute to lessons and to be rewarded 
for working hard. During this period, we have seen nearly twenty-one thousand achievement points given out, 
which is a marked increase from the same period last academic year. I am aware of some of the issues the new 
reward system has highlighted, as we have said this was very much a trial period to see what would work. It is 
clear that despite the huge positives, there are some tweaks that need to be made in order to make the rewards 
even  more equitable. We have taken the feedback from students, staff  and parents and we will be making the 
necessary changes for next term. I would like to thank those who have contacted us to make suggestions and 
we will take those comments on board. 

We look forward to next half-term which is only four weeks long, and there is an awful lot to pack-in. We see 
students out for the Ski Trip and the German Hosting Exchange in addition to the Year 10s and 11s who will be 
undertaking their Mock Exams. 

Can I please draw your attention to the second page of this newsletter.  Mrs Burgess and the Prom Committee 
are hosting a showcase evening on Monday 19.2.24.  If your youngster is looking for a dress or suit for Prom 
please do go along—I have seen some of the dresses and they are fantastic! 

Finally, I would like to thank all of the students and their families for the support we have received this year. On 
the background of economic and political uncertainty, the support of the parents, carers and the community has 
been outstanding, and cements my belief that Welland Park Academy truly is a special place to work. 

Have a lovely half-term break. 

Pete Leatherland—Principal    
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OUTFITS AVAILABLE TO HIRE OR BUY—PRICES START AT £25.00 
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Maths Challenge Success 

Recently, 60 students in Years 9 and 10 attempted the UKMT Intermediate Mathematics Challenge. This consists of 25 problems to 

promote thinking and reasoning, as well as testing their problem solving skills. 

We were delighted to see that 38 students were awarded either a gold, silver or bronze certificate. 

Maisie Harding scored the highest in Year 9 and Thomas Walls in Year 10 scored the highest in the school. Thomas Walls and Aran 

Roberts performed so well that they have been invited to participate in the Pink Kangaroo Challenge. 

Here is an example of a question which came up this year: 

 

Well done to all students involved! 
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Citizenship and Careers Update 

Since we passed the Careers inspection in the winter term, we have pressed on to continue to deliver as many Careers opportunities 

as possible for our students. Year 11 students completed their final practice interviews with local employers, before finalising their 

applications for further study after Welland Park. Year 10 students are currently receiving their one on one Careers advise meeting 

with Mrs Hix and Year 9 have their first mock interview with members of our local community after the half term break. Leicester and 

Leicestershire Enterprise Partnership (who are funded by the government) have asked for feedback on students’ experience of 

Careers, so please feel free to complete their survey here:  

https://llep.onlinesurveys.ac.uk/2023-24-welland-park-parents-survey 

This week in Citizenship, Key Stage 4 students delivered a lesson to our younger students on how to be an active bystander. This was 

part of the Mentors in Violence scheme, which aims to supports young people to challenge unacceptable behaviour. It was fantastic to 

see our students showing such confidence and engaging Year 7 and 8 students in such an important topic. We also welcomed WizeUp 

Financial Education who presented to our Year 11 students about credit cards, savings and student finance. It was a great session and 

thank you to Market Harborough Building Society for funding it once again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAREWELL 

This week we say goodbye to 2 members of our 

Learning Support department.  

Mrs Yarnold has worked at Welland Park Academy 

for over 14 years and Mr Campbell  for 4 years.   

They will both be very greatly missed and we wish 

them all the very best. 
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FUNDRAISING RAFFLE FOR PE 

The PE department have been running a raffle  to raise funds to put towards student kit for the Netherlands 
Sports Tour in April 2024.  The winners were drawn today  and will be presented with their prizes during 

assembly after half term. 

Lewis Hamilton replica helmet—Ethan Bowden 

 Signed England rugby shirt from the 2019-20 season—Markus Penchev 

Newsletter Issue 22 

16/02/2024 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Issue 22 

16/02/2024 



 

Y10 RE visits to the Methodist Church 

Over the last two weeks during their RE lessons, our Year 10 GCSE RE students have visited the local 

Methodist Church in Market Harborough with Mrs Sullivan to gain a better understanding of the importance of 

Infant and Believer’s Baptisms, alongside Holy Communion. Students have really enjoyed both visits, particularly 

some singing of their favourite hymns and taking part in a mock baptism and a short Holy Communion service. 

A big thank you to the Reverend Andy Murphy for inviting us to the Methodist Church, and to Mr Warren and Mrs 
Hix for accompanying our visit. 
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