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The Handmaid’s Tale 
Margaret  Atwod 

Life After Life 
Kate Atkinson 

The Wasp Factory 
Iain Banks 

Offred is a Handmaid in The Republic of Gilead, a religious totalitarian state in 
what was formerly known as the United States. She is placed in the household 
of The Commander, Fred Waterford – her assigned name, Offred, means ‘of 
Fred’. She has only one function: to breed. If Offred refuses to enter into sexual 
servitude to repopulate a devastated world, she will be hanged. Yet even a   
repressive state cannot eradicate hope and desire. As she recalls her pre-
revolution life in flashbacks, Offred must navigate through the terrifying      
landscape of torture and persecution in the present day, and between two men 
upon which her future hangs. 
 This  is a haunting vision of the future and is at the forefront of dystopian     
fiction. 

 

Enter, if you can bear it, the extraordinary world of Frank, just sixteen and    
unconventional to say the least ‘Two years after I killed Blyth, I murdered my 
young brother Paul, for quite different reasons and more fundamental reasons 
than I’d disposed of Blyth, and then a year after that I did my young cousin    
Esmeralda, more or less on a whim. That’s my score to date. Three. I haven’t 
killed anybody for years, and don’t intend to ever again. It was just a stage I was 
going through. 

An upsetting and macabre book with a twist at the end. Not for the faint-
hearted. 

What if you had the chance to live your life again and again, until you finally got 
it right? During a snowstorm in England in 1910, a baby is born and dies before 
she can take her first breath. During a snowstorm in England in 1910, the same 
baby is born and lives to tell the tale. What if there were second chances? And 
third chances? In fact, an infinite number of chances to live your life? Would 
you eventually be able to save the world from its own inevitable destiny? And 
would you even want to? Life After Life follows Ursula Todd as she lives through 
the turbulent events of the last century again and again.  
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A Long Way Gone 
Ishmael Beah 

Regeneration 
Pat Barker 

Wuthering Heights 

Emily Bronte 

My new friends  ask, “Why did you leave Sierra Leone? Because there is a war. 
You mean, you saw people running around with guns and shooting each        
other? Yes, all the time. Cool I smile a little. You should tell us about it some-
time. Yes, sometime. “This is how wars are fought now: by children, hopped-up 
on drugs and wielding AK-47s. Ishmael Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells a 
riveting story: how at the age of twelve in Sierra Leone, he fled attacking rebels 
and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd 
been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, 
found he was capable of truly terrible acts. This is a rare and mesmerizing     
account, told with heart breaking honesty. 

Emily Brontë's novel of impossible desires, violence and transgression is a    
masterpiece of intense, unsettling power. It begins in a snowstorm, when   
Lockwood, the new tenant of Thrushcross Grange on the bleak Yorkshire 
moors, is forced to seek shelter at Wuthering Heights. There he discovers the 
history of the tempestuous events that took place years before: the intense 
passion     between the foundling Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw, her be-
trayal of him and the bitter vengeance he now wreaks on the innocent heirs of 
the past. 

Craiglockhart War Hospital, Scotland, 1917, and army psychiatrist William     
Rivers is treating shell-shocked soldiers. Under his care are the poets Siegfried 
Sassoon and Wilfred Owen, as well as mute Billy Prior, who is only able to   
communicate by means of pencil and paper. Rivers’ job is to make the men in 
his charge healthy enough to fight. Yet the closer he gets to mending his        
patients' minds the harder becomes every decision to send them back to the 
horrors of the front.  
 
Regeneration is the classic exploration of how the traumas of war brutalised a 
generation of young men and the story continues in The Eye in the Door and 
The Ghost Road. 
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Heroes 
Robert Cormier 

The Body: A guide for       
Occupants 
Bill Bryson 

The House Children 
Heidi Daniele 

Set in the1940s, this is a provocative story about the return home of teenage 
war hero and war victim, Francis Joseph Cassavant who had his face blown off 
during the Second World War. He is forced to confront his past - the youth  
leader he idolised and who betrayed him, and the girl he still loves. The book 
gets to the heart of human nature and the moral issues and choices we have to 
make. 

This book deals with adult themes, including sexual assault, so read with       
caution! 

 

In 1937, Mary Margaret Joyce is born in the Tuam Home for unwed mothers. 
After spending her early years in an uncaring foster home, she is sentenced by a 
judge to an industrial school, where she is given the name Peg, and assigned 
the number 27. Amid one hundred other unwanted girls, Peg quickly learns the 
rigid routine of prayer, work, and silence under the watchful eye of Sister      
Constance.  At the age of thirteen, she learns the identity of her birthmother. 
Peg struggles with feelings of anger and abandonment, while her mother    
grapples with the shame of having borne a child out of wedlock. The tension 
between them mounts as Peg, now becoming a young adult, begins to make 
plans for her future beyond Ireland. 

Based on actual events, The House Children is a compelling story of familial 
love, shameful secrets, and life inside Ireland's infamous industrial schools. 

‘We spend our whole lives in one body and yet most of us have practically no 
idea how it works and what goes on inside it. The idea of the book is simply to 
try to understand the extraordinary contraption that is us.’ 
 
Bill Bryson sets off to explore the human body, how it functions and its          
remarkable ability to heal itself. Full of extraordinary facts and astonishing    
stories The Body: A Guide for Occupants is a brilliant, often very funny attempt 
to understand the miracle of our physical and neurological make up. 
This book will have you marvelling at the form you occupy, and celebrating the 
genius of your existence, time and time again. 
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Great Expectations 
Charles Dickens 

Do Androids Dream of     
Electric Sheep 
Philip K Dick 

Bird Song 
Sebastian Faulks 

Great Expectations traces the growth of the book's narrator, Philip Pirrip (Pip), 
from a boy of shallow dreams to a man with depth of character. From its       
famous dramatic opening on the bleak Kentish marshes, the story abounds with 
some of Dickens' most memorable characters, including the kindly blacksmith 
Joe Gargery, the mysterious convict Abel Magwitch, the eccentric Miss      
Haversham and her beautiful ward Estella. 
 
As Pip unravels the truth behind his own 'great expectations' in his quest to be-
come a gentleman, the mysteries of the past and the convolutions of fate 
through a series of thrilling adventures serve to steer him towards maturity and 
his most important discovery of all - the truth about himself. 

1910. Amiens, Northern France. Stephen Wraysford, a young Englishman,     
arrives in the French city to stay with the Azaire family. He falls in love with   
unhappily married Isabelle and the two enter a tempestuous love affair. But, 
with the world on the brink of war, the relationship falters. With his love for 
Isabelle forever engraved on his heart, Stephen volunteers to fight on the  
Western Front and enters the unimaginable dark world beneath the trenches of 
No Man’s Land. 

Birdsong is an exceptionally moving and unforgettable portrait of the           
ruthlessness of war and the indestructability of love. 

World War Terminus had left the Earth devastated. Through its ruins, bounty 
hunter Rick Deckard stalked, in search of the renegade replicants who were his 
prey. When he wasn't 'retiring' them with his laser weapon, he dreamed of 
owning a live animal - the ultimate status symbol in a world all but bereft of 
animal life. Then Rick got his chance: the assignment to kill six Nexus-6 targets, 
for a huge reward. But in Deckard's world things were never that simple, and 
his assignment quickly turned into a nightmare kaleidoscope of subterfuge and 
deceit - and the threat of death for the hunter rather than the hunted …. 

Adapted for the film Blade Runner 
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Fever Pitch 
Nick Hornby 

Magician 
Raymond E Feist 

A Thousand Splendid Suns 
Khaled Hosseini 

For many people watching football is mere entertainment, to some it's more 
like a ritual; but to others, its highs and lows provide a narrative to life itself. 

But, for Nick Hornby, his devotion to the game has provided one of few         
constants in a life where the meaningful things - like growing up, leaving home 
and forming relationships, both parental and romantic - have rarely been as 
simple or as uncomplicated as his love for Arsenal. 

Brimming with wit and honesty, Fever Pitch, catches perfectly what it really 
means to be a football fan - and in doing so, what it means to be a man. It sits 
side by side with the very finest football classics but it is ultimately a book that 
defies categorization and can be enjoyed by all. 

 

Mariam is only fifteen when she is sent to Kabul to marry Rasheed. Nearly two 
decades later, a friendship grows between Mariam and a local teenager, Laila, 
as strong as the ties between mother and daughter. When the Taliban take 
over, life becomes a desperate struggle against starvation, brutality and fear. 
Yet love can move a person to act in unexpected ways, and lead them to over-
come the most daunting obstacles with a startling heroism. 

This is a novel about friendship and strength of character and is a compelling 
read. 

War is coming to the Kingdom of the Isles from another world, bringing with it 
chaos and destruction. Pug yearns to train as a warrior and fight for his kingdom 
alongside his foster-brother, Tomas, but instead he is forced to follow a differ-
ent path: a path that will lead him right into the heart of the enemy. And one 
that will change the course of the war - and two worlds - forever. So begins the 
most epic series in fantasy fiction, a tale that will cross worlds and generations.  
 
Magician is the first book in the Riftwar Saga. The trilogy continues with        
Silverthorn and A Darkness at Sethanon. 
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Mister Pip 
Lloyd Jones 

A Prayer for Owen Meaney 
John Irving 

Tinker, Tailor, Soldier, Spy 
John Le Carre 

Bougainville, 1991. A small village on a lush tropical island in the South Pacific. 
When the villagers' safe, predictable lives come to a halt because of war,     
Bougainville's children are surprised to find the island's only white man, a     
recluse, re-opening the school. Pop Eye, aka Mr Watts, explains he will           
introduce the children to Mr Dickens. Matilda and the others think a foreigner 
is coming to the island and prepare a list of much needed items. They are 
shocked to discover their acquaintance with Mr Dickens will be through Mr 
Watts' inspiring reading of Great Expectations. 

But on an island at war, the power of fiction has dangerous consequences. Im-
agination and beliefs are challenged by guns.  

A mole, implanted by Moscow Centre, has infiltrated the highest ranks of the 
British Intelligence Service, almost destroying it in the process. And so former 
spymaster George Smiley has been brought out of retirement in order to hunt 
down the traitor at the very heart of the Circus - even though it may be one of 
those closest to him. 

Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy is a great thriller and one of the books in the Cold War 
cat-and-mouse game between the taciturn, dogged Smiley and his wily Soviet 
counterpart. Other titles in the series are Call for the Dead, Smiley’s People and 
A Murder of Quality 

Eleven-year-old Owen Meany, playing in a Little League baseball game in 
Gravesend, New Hampshire, hits a foul ball and kills his best friend's mother. 
Owen doesn't believe in accidents; he believes he is God's instrument. What 
happens to Owen after that 1953 foul ball is both extraordinary and terrifying.  
 

This book is funny in places, sad in others and touching all around. It will leave 
you in tears and each page completes you to read on. 
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The Cather in the Rye 
J D Salinger 

Life of Pi 
Yann Martel 

The Killing Fog 
Jeff wheeler 

'If you really want to hear about it, the first thing you'll probably want to know 
is where I was born and what my lousy childhood was like, and how my parents 
were occupied and all before they had me, and all that David Copperfield kind of 
crap, but I don't feel like going into it, if you want to know the truth. 

A 16-year old American boy relates in his own words the experiences he goes 
through at school and after, and reveals with unusual candour the workings of 
his own mind. What does a boy in his teens think and feel about his teachers, 
parents, friends and acquaintances? 

Witty, wise and bittersweet, The Catcher in the Rye is the ultimate American 
coming-of-age novel - a timeless classic. 

 

Survivor of a combat school, the orphaned Bingmei belongs to a band of       
mercenaries employed by a local ruler. Now the nobleman, and collector of rare 
artefacts, has entrusted Bingmei and the skilled team with a treacherous       
assignment: brave the wilderness’s dangers to retrieve the treasures of a lost 
palace buried in a glacier valley. But upsetting its tombs has a price. Bingmei 
awakens the Dragon of the Night and must kill him before he reclaims the king-
doms of the living. 

Thrust unprepared into the role of saviour, urged on by a renegade prince, and 
possessing a magic that is her destiny, Bingmei knows what she must do. But 
what must she risk to honour her ancestors? Bingmei’s fateful choice is one 
that neither her friends nor her enemies can foretell. 

After the tragic sinking of a cargo ship, a solitary lifeboat remains bobbing on 
the wild, blue Pacific. The only survivors from the wreck are a sixteen-year-old 
boy named Pi, a hyena, a zebra (with a broken leg), a female orang-utan - and a 
450-pound Royal Bengal tiger. The scene is set for one of the most                   
extraordinary and best-loved works of fiction in recent years. 

This is a  thought provoking book that not only tells the story of a castaway 
stuck with a tiger, but also asks many questions about spirituality and the      
existence, or not, of a god. 
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